
Willows School do nates money to STF 

 

Australian Geographic staff and Sea Turtle Foundation members (left to right) Andrea 
Phillott, Sara Bell and Tim Harvey receiving a cheque for funds to study inter-nesting 

patterns and migration pathways of green turtles at Raine Island, as described in the last 
newsletter. Satellite-tracking the turtles will begin later this year. 

Sea Turtle Foundation Website Live at Last! 
Our new website was 
launched on June first. 
Check us out at:     
seaturtlefoundation.org 
where youôll find 
information about 
current  pro jects , 
upcoming events, past 
newsletters, facts about 
sea turtle biology and 
conservation, and 
photographic images 
plus links to other 

relevant sites. We are 
continually updating 
and uploading new 
content, so keep 
coming back for more 
sea turtle news! In the 
near future, it will be 
possible to sign up as a 
supporter and donate 
money through the site 
as well. Please have a 
look at the website and 
if you have any 

suggestions, comments 
or questions, you can 
send us an email at: 
info@seaturtlefoundati
on.org.  

 

Volume 1, Issue 2 

Spring 2008 

Please send questions, 
comments, and ideas 
for the newsletter to 
our editor Kristen 
Weiss at:  

newsletter@seaturtle 

foundation.org 

 

For all other enquiries, 
please email us at info@ 

seaturtlefoundation.org. 
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Hello! I am the project manager 
for Sea Turtle Foundation. Turtles 
have always fascinated me, but I 
go t  rea l l y  hooked  a f te r 
volunteering for a leatherback 

turtle project in Costa Rica, where 
I also studied rainforest spiders 
before moving to Queensland to 
assist with research in the 
Atherton Tablelands. I have also 
enjoyed working for a Danish 
environmental NGO, Nepenthes, 
for eight years, so I am very excited 
to join the Sea Turtle Foundation 
team. I believe that Sea Turtle 
Foundation can make a difference 
in the protection of sea turtles, 
and I hope to see many of you 
reading this as volunteers now and 
in the future! Thank you for your 
continued support! 

 

 

Over 110 signatures were 
collected to support the students! 

A big thank you to both schools 
and the students, parents and 
teachers involved! The funds 
raised will go to making fences to 
protect turtle nests, so feral pigs 
and dogs cannot dig them up and 
eat the eggs or hatchlings. 
 

Our education officer Kathy gave 
a talk to students at Currajong 
State School about the effects of 
climate change on sea turtles. She 
also brought along Bill, the 
hawksbill turtle, and Shelly, the 
green turtle, to show the students 
what real stuffed turtles look like. 
If you would like us to give a talk 
about sea turtles to your school or 
community group, please contact 
us  by email at: 
info@seaturtlefoundation.org or 
phone: (07) 4721 2699. 

 

 

Belgian Gardens State School 
recently hosted a fish catch-and-
release fundraiser for Sea Turtle 
Foundation where over 100 
students and their parents 
participated. It was a beautiful 
Sunday morning and they raised 
$313, presented to Sea Turtle 
Foundation by students on a 
beautifully decorated cheque. 
 

At Willows State School, class 3 
Millard  learned a lot about sea 
turtles last semester. The students 
invited their parents and Sea 
Turtle Foundation to attend a 
student presentation, followed by 
an impressive exhibition of the 
six species of sea turtle found in 
Australia. The students raised 
$270 for Sea Turtle Foundation. 
At Townsville River Festival, STF 
had a petition from the students 
to the Federal Environment 
Minister for better protection of 
our sea turtles on the strand. 

First, a big thank you to all our 
exceptional volunteers!! We could 
not do all the things we are doing 
without you! 

 The Sea Turtle Foundation 
volunteer group is growing and 
volunteers are now involved in 
many activities, including writing 
this newsletter, giving school talks, 
manning stalls at events and 
conducting surveys. Coming up 
soon is our Beach Clean Up day 
followed by a group BBQ on 20 
September. All events and details 
are listed on the calendar at our 
website: 
www.seaturtlefoundation.org/news-
room/events. If you would like to 
volunteer, please contact us at  
info@seaturtlefoundation.org or call 
4721 2699. 
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Introducing Gitte 

Education Corner 
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Hats Off to Our  
Volunteers 

STFôS New  

Downtown Office! 
We have been fortunate 
enough to find a shared 
office space in the city at 
shop 16, 356 Flinders 
Mall (Citilink Building). 
Global Coral Reef 
Monitoring Network is 
the other occupant of the 
office. Our phone/fax 
number at the office is: 
(07) 4721 2699. 



By Kristen Weiss 
 

Flying across the ocean surface at 
over 200 kilometers an hour, the 
powerboats that zoomed through 

Cleveland Bay during the June 
A u s t r a l i a n  P o w e r b o a t 
Championships could be called 
impressive speed machines. But for 
the resident marine turtles and 

dugongs, these boats 
are lethal threats 
that seem to appear 
out of nowhere. 

 According to the 
QPWS/EPA, each 
year many marine 
turtles, dugongs and 
whales are injured 
o r  k i l l ed  by 

i n a p p r o p r i a t e 
operation of boats 
and personal 

watercraft. All of these marine 
species can be injured or killed by 
boat strike because they are 
vulnerable when they come to the 
surface to breathe. They all must 
come to the surface to breathe. 
When a boat is moving fast over the 
water, the helmsperson may not see 
a turtle, dugong or whale before it is 
too late. Often turtles have flippers 
amputated or their carapace (shell) 
damaged by propellers. This may 
kill them instantaneously or leave 
them permanently disabled and in 
pain. Whales and dugongs are 
killed or left with gaping wounds. 

Story continued on back page... 

However, degradation can take up to 
six months and balloons floating in 
seawater can take up to twelve 
months to degrade. 

 Balloon releases have been banned 
in many 
p l a c e s , 
i nc lud ing 
New South 
Wales in 
Aust ra l ia , 
P l y mou t h 
City and 
Lancaster in 
the UK and 
F l o r i d a , 
California 
and Texas 
in the USA. 

We call for 
a total ban 
of balloon 

 By Gitte Kragh 
  

Hundreds of balloons ascending 
into the sky can be an amazing sight. 
However, once the balloons have 
disappeared, the crowds of people 
watching usually disperse and the 
fate of the balloons is forgotten. 
Unfortunately, a release that can be 
over in a matter of minutes often 
leaves a legacy that stays for months, 
if not years. 

 Balloon litter floating at sea can be 
deadly for many animals. Sea turtles 
are particularly at risk as they 
mistake floating balloons for their 
jellyfish food. Swallowed balloons 
can block their gut and lead to death 
by starvation. Entanglement and 
subsequent drowning for baby 
turtles is an added risk. These risks 
also affect other marine wildlife like 
seabirds, dolphins and fish. 

 Most balloons are made from 
óbiodegradableô latex, which 
degrades on exposure to air. 

releases all over the world. There are 
many other activities involving 
balloons that are not damaging to 
the environment, as well as balloon 
alternatives like tree plantings. Please 
see our website for ideas: 
www.seaturtlefoundation.org/stf-
current-projects/campaigns/balloon-
releases-ban/balloon-use. 
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Townsville Powerboat Race Threatens Marine Life 

Campaign To Stop Damaging Balloon Releases 
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We call for a total ban of balloon 

releases all over the world.  

Balloon Release in Sweden. Most of these balloons will end up in the ocean 
where sea turtles and other animals can ingest them and subsequently die. 

Photo Courtesy of Mariana Fuentes.  

ôOffshore start Townsvilleõ. Photo by John Wheatley for AOPC.  
©www.sail-world.com 



able to provide feedback to the 
Australian Government. 

 Marine debris can originate from 
sources on land and at sea from a 
diverse range of groups such as the 
land-based public, beachgoers, 
recreational fisherman, commercial 
fisherman, and water-based public 
(e.g. yachties and live-aboard 
boaters) .   The Austra l ian 

 By Andrea Phillott 

 

 Marine debris or rubbish can 
injure and kill sea turtles when they 
eat it or become tangled in it.  
Plastic bags, balloons, fishing line, 
and fishing nets are all known to 
cause major problems.  Nesting 
turtles can also experience 
difficulties if they try to nest on 
beaches that are heavily strewn with 
rubbish. 

 T h e  De p a r t men t  o f  t h e 
Environment, Water, Heritage and 
the Arts called for comments on its 
draft Threat Abatement Plan for 
the impacts of marine debris on 
vertebrate marine life by mid-
August 2008.  As Sea Turtle 
Foundation has identified marine 
debris as a key threat to some turtle 
populations and habitats, we were 

Government has proposed 27 
Actions that will contribute to the 
long term prevention, removal and 
monitoring of marine debris and its 
effects.  Sea Turtle Foundation 
hopes to see 3 major outcomes 
from the Threat Abatement Plan 
(TAP): the removal of current 
marine debris, the prevention of 
further marine debris entering the 
mar ine  env i ronment ,  and 
development of educat ion, 
legislation and penalties that enable 
the TAP to be successful. 

 Further information about the 
marine debris TAP can be found at: 

http:/www.environment.gov.au/
b i o d i v e r s i t y / t h r e a t e n e d /
publications/marine-debris.html. 

  

Sea Turtle Foundationôs newest 
campaign will target marine 

debris.   In addition to providing 
feedback on the marine debris 
TAP to the Australian 
Government, we plan to help 
remove existing rubbish in the 
oceans and on the beaches and 
prevent further debris from 
entering the 
environment.  Weôll be tidying 
up local beaches before the 
turtle nesting season begins this 
year, with a beach clean up and 
BBQ on September 20th. Sea 
Turtle Foundation is also 
working towards a total ban on 
balloon releases throughout 
Australia, and is liaising with 
conservation organisations in 
the USA and UK during their 
fights to do the same.   

STF Announces New Campaign: Marine Debris  
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Olive Ridley caught in a Ghost Net. Photo 
courtesy of Ian Bell (2004). 

Close up of plastic found in digestive system of a dead sea turtle. Photo courtesy of Lance Ferris, 

Australian Seabird Rescue/Marine Photobank 


