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lan Bell and green turtle with satellite transmitter at Raine Island, northern Great Barl Activities

Reef. Funding for the transmitters was provided by a generous donation from the
Australian Geographic Society. Photo courtesy of: lan Bell

Turtle Tracking Underway

By Andrea Phillott Island as they continue nesting; each tur Public lecture 8

The Australian Geographic Turtle Rai 2" lay between 5 and 7 clutches abou on indigenous
started on the 14th November when lan Bfortnight apart before they start theiNunting
migration home. Once they begin the lor

(Queensland Environmental Protectic, : Upcoming 9
Agency) attached satellite transmitters to Jt?]urne:ykwi will ?ﬁ able :0 WSSCh t:e §a1' events
shells of 4 green turtles nesting at Ra M€Y take from the nesting beach (Ral

Island in the northern Great Barrier Ree Ibsland)t tolg1()e(i)r|(feeding g\r(ound, WEiCh T‘
The turtles were named by local Townsv euplo m away. rou can keep

schools: BG Ranger (Belgian Gardens Sof the turtles m.ove.ments 0"for the newsletter to
School), Jong Jong (Currajong State Sch(WW_vv,se'aturtle.org/tracklngllndex/shtml our editor Kristen
Kelso (Kelso State School), and Squi project [d=336 and read more about tlyyejgs at

(Willows State School). Every day, satell project at vyww.seaturtlefoundatlon.org/s
record the position of the turtles so we ¢ current—prolectslreseqrch/greﬁurtles. f i

oundation.org

follow their movements. This gives Sea Turtle Found.atlon s grateful |

valuable information about how far th'A‘UStra“"jln Qeographlc fqr the funds to bt

turtles move between nesting events and the satellite transmitters. pnderse For all other. enquir_ies,

type of habitat they prefer Explorer sponsored travel to Raine Islar please email us at info@
Currently, the turtles are still at Rain crew to help with the turtles and inflatab seaturtlefoundation.org.

boats for transport.

Torres Strait 7
turtle monitoring

Please send questions,
comments, and ideas

newsletter@seaturtle




2008 Sea Turtle Nest Monitoring A success!

By Kristen Weiss turtle tracks have been reported Volunteers tagged new turtles and
Many Sea Turtle Foundation nes AIMS before monitoring startecrecorded data about each
monitoring volunteers received ;SO these nests are due to haincluding length, body condition,

within the next few weeks! and location of the nest. Students

special treat at AIMS beach thi
year, as it has been the mo.
successful monitoring season sid N
the program commenced in 2007

from Willows State School
i accompanied volunteers for two of
the nights and were lucky enough
to witness both a green and a
flatback laying eggs.

Whether under starry moonlg -
skies, clouded darkness, or amig
looming rainstorms, dedicate
volunteers appeared each ni
between 24 Nov. and 5 Dec.
look for nesting sea turtles. Th :
were rewarded with a total of. &

flatbacks (3 previously tagged, Nesting Flatback. Photo courtesy of (Continued on p&ye
untagged), and 2 green turtle Andrea Phillott

(both untagged). In addition, 20

All nests were protected with
| plastic mesh to keep pigs, wild
dogs and foxes from digging them
up and eating the eggs and
hatchlings. This is the first time

Brand New Sea Turtle
Foundation TShirts for Sal

- Marine Debris Campaign Beach Cledp

September 20was a beautiful, beverage containers to broken
® breezy, sunny day. A perfect dagmote controls and balloons. :

[ ] . . . , .
The new Sea Turtle Foundation|'? for boating, hirkd Bgsf -afuhdarkt Ordbbidhc t
ol 1P Kde %f_v @bblﬁb 4P #eths weee cigarette butts (243

Shirt design 1is
look to navy blue cotton with whité Townsvilleos Rﬁe?es courfted, & U therB Quért
ramp and Pallarenda Beach) hqreds more), followed Qy

trimming, and the Sea Turtle
About 2 dozen Sea Turtlegastic bags (237). Volunteers

Foundation Logo on the front a ‘ )
larger on the baék h e b o n[»s-oupdation gnd Burdekin Dry\ ere rewarded afterwards witf) a

got great SPF protection! The s t[s_TrOp'CS volunteers did just thalggy junch sponsored by
are available for $20 direct from gar ' " SUPPOT Ut 0of podain®R) FropitP t he€
office, or for $28 you can have [fje World Dayo. The large amount of rubbigh
shirt shipped anywhere withim Volunteers spent several hourg.: was collected signals the
Australia. For more info contact ud|at picking up everything from need for more effective maripe

info@seaturtlefoundation.org. discarded fishing line and debris control programs.
Volunteers prevented a massive
Justsome of amount of waste from enterigg
the many trash  our ocean, but it will require &
item#é from much reater mmuni
beer cans to uc greate co u '5’
fish netting awareness to reduce the amaunt
_ found that is discarded on our beacfies
discarded at b

4 Pallarenda and in our waterways, whieh
# Beachand Ross yltimately washes out into tﬁe
o Creek during habi f |

M he Beach clean Nabitat of sea turtles and other

b h d -up. vulnerable marine creatures.

NewFShirts are her
Me n 6 s -X& availabde. S

7
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A Personal Perspective on the Recent Townsuvill
Beach Cleawuip

By Richard L Duffy e i - _
ood fun too. | s Il axi

Another Satgrdgy spent_ on thgpq satisfying way to spend an hi = 3 v,

beach, but this time my trip had g; two.

purpose beyond cooling in the water ) ;
and lying in the warm sand. Thig °day during the clearp | chatted
th Gitte about her marine debr

weekend | was going to join a sm¥ :
group of volunteers led by Gitt&admpaign and learned that more a

Kragh (project manager of the SHMPre rubbish keeps washing out & { .
Turtle Foundation) in cleaning up€a: We should really be more awarea handful of plastic oddities that have

the rubbish around Ross Creek. ©f the origins of this debris so web e Cgu'rtessfo?: Ir?i((:jh:rc(jj Dugy“ Town
) ) _ can stop them entering the ocean
Why? Because if there is anything dcijentally. Much of the rubbish
can do to_keep Au_stre_dla b_eautlfulfbund on local beaches is plastiags and a few rubber balloo
would do it, and this time it was agcjuding an alarming amount ofmongst a long list of others.
simple as strolling along the safiyje pieces of hard plastic. Plastigor me. the purpose of picking
collecting pieces of rubbish, along,gs and rubber balloons are alsabish from the beach is. th
with the odd shell. Incidentally, thé.,mmon and all three are too ofttfamove debris
other week | was walking along thgq
beach at South Townsville anfyes At Ross Creek boat rampnere they can be eaten, cloggifig
found a magnificent nautilus shellgif of the rubbish we collectedhe podies of turfles and ofh
strewn upon the shore after receBbmprised of cigarette butts aghimals like shorebirds, whalds
storms. Cleaning the beach is ”E:astic bottles. Again, there were algon 4 d ol phi ns 5 v e
only good for the environment buinany fittle pieces of plastic, plastgil often lead to the death of thy

F’— T animal. These animals are not di
witted for eating rubbish, bu
rather mistake it for the ofte i
similar looking food they naturall)
feed on. A floating plastic bag mh
look like a jellyfish to a hungr|
turtle, and a rubber balloon mig

-~ look like a squid from an albatrog
" high above.

Recently, as a reward fq
volunteering, | was lucky enou
7 to walk the beach at night Wit
Gitte to search for turtles laying
~ their eggs on the very same bea I
helped clean earlier that day. It Wis
a truly remarkable experience |I-
see them tirelessly build their nes
. and lay dozens of eggs inside. ‘II st

S TtI F t lunt f left: P tM Gtt Kragh; third f iy 1) L) s 1) el U1 Lete
ea Turtle Foundation volunteers (far left: Project Manager Gitte Kragh; third from right: : :
author of this article, Richard Duffy) pose after a morning spent collecting rubbish frlgﬁiore our friends arrived!

Ross Creek and Pallarenda Beach, Townsville. Photo courtesy of: Gitte Kragh.
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Researcher Spotlight: George Balazs

A: Swimming in their oceamorld
underwater, for capturing research,
the very moment of being successfi
in grasping one by harikhowing it's
not going to escape, that I'm the
"Victor of the Hunt", but that I'll let
it go in a short time, after data has

bravely testified before the Hawaii { 3 O e been F:ollet_:t_ed,_and the turtle W'”_
Animal Species Advisory Balazs tagging nesting green turtle at carry Identlflcatlon.tags (double pit
Commission that turtle fishing in French Frigate Shoals in 1974 . Photo tags these days, ﬂ'PPer_ tags before
the state of Hawaii was increasing ~ courtesy of wwwnississaugawatch.ca that) for the _rest of it's lifeThe two
dramatically and required _ of us thgn will have a bond betweer
immediate management. turtles being c_apt_ured and taken off usdthat is, the tag.

_ . to market, which in those days were
Since those fearpbsp@antd felifgturtlB fealt@ € Q: What do you think is the greatest
overseen research on many aspectfjawaii's growing visitor industry.  threat that turtles face today?
of sea turtle ecology and biology,  And third, | was inspired by a lady ~A: Not Climate ChangeSea turtles
and supports education programs  named Hilde Cherry, a Honolulu in one form or another have survive,

By Kristen Weiss

In a time when little was known ;-
about green turtle ecology and there =~ "«
was little protection for sea turtles, a |
young man stepped up to champion
the cause of sea turtle conservation. §#%
It was 1972, and George Balazs

that raise awareness for species  resjdent and acquaintance that for millions of years and I'm
protection. Today, George works afjectured me on several occasions ir confident they will continue to do sc
the U.S. National Oceanic and  forceful terms that "if | didn't do  in spite of climate change, maybe fz

Atmospheric Association (NOAA), something” about the dismal state ¢ more successfully than many
heading the Marine Turtle Researchyawaiian turtles, no one else would vertebrate species, including
Program, and is recognized as one gdq the population would disappear humans. The greatest activity threat

the world's foremost sea turtle to certain stocks of sea turtles is the
experts. In particular, George has . \what is it about sea turtles that  directed take of huntingThe
played a critical role in fascinates you most? Hawaiian experience demonstrates

understanding fibropapillomatosis - a: 'm most definitely drawn to greei that, if you effectively stop the

(FP) disease (see story opposite  {rtjes. and first and foremost to hunting of turtles for 230 years, the

page). Hawaiian green turtles, a geneticall population will nicely start to restore

Sea Turtle Foundation recently ~ discrete stock that | can distinguish itself on a road to recoverfyor this |

asked George a few questions abo(as individuals) visually from other am grateful to the People of Hawaii

his career working with turtles. green turtles of the world. | believe |that is, Hawaiian people, and people
feel this attraction because of the of all ancestries that make up our
strong cultural link of the turtles to  diverse Community of Aloha, for

Q: Who or what inspired you to workhe Hawaiian people of the past anc their accomplishment of allowing the

with sea turtles originally? present. In addition, sea turtles have honu time to replenish herself.

A: First and foremost the sea turtleeen the guiding and connecting

themselvegreen turtles (honu) herefactor in weaving an array of . —

in the Hawaiian Islands. In the late friendships and research partnershi B '

1960's/early 1970's they needed | been fortunate to make with peopls
conservation help and more sciencéom all walks of life, all over the

information to ensure their survival world. The turtles did this for rde

and proper resource management. tryly an amazing blessing as | look

Their physical appearadteeir back over the past four decades. 7 .
appealing ey@bad a favorable " T
impact on me, As did my wife I'mdaQ'What is your favourite turtle morr  Balazs h Id' H. vaiian juveni
. . . : alazs holding Hawaiian juvenile green
her eyes shedding tears seeing I|veOluring your time with them? With children before the
Photo courtesy efww.turtles.org
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Fibropapillomatosi8a Global Sea Turtle Epidemic

By Andrea Phillott Hawaii, Florida, Barbados and

Queensland. Turtles with FP are
often found in areas of poor water
quality. High human populations,
habitat destruction and pollution in
coastal areas where sea turtles live
are thought to weaken the immune
system or expose turtles to
chemicals that promote tumour
growth.

Fibropapillomatosis (also known :
FP) is a disease that results

(e.g. the neck, flippers, and tail) ¥
marine turtles. It was firs®
described in green turtles fro

has since been found in all spec Green turtle with several tumdura sure
of sea turtle.  Scientists ha sign of FP. Photo courtesy of.
discovered that it is an infectiot. ww turietrax.org Marine turtles are thus becoming
disease, but the microbe that caus their Pody temperature, probably t an indicator of our detrimental
it and the method of transmission i N€IP their immune system fight thi effect on the oceanic environment
infection. Some turtles seem tin which many other animals live
recover from the disease, but maiand from where we catch much of
: are never seen again and vour food. Itis a disease we should
prevent the infected turtle from yresyme they have died unnotice be concerned about, for the health

being able to see, feed Or SWilyigts and turtle hospitals arcof the turtles as well as for

They can also grow on intemné hioneering new surgical technique ourselves.

body organs, making the animal ito remove the tumours ) . .
enough to strand or die. Sicl For more information on FP, visit:

The hotspots for FP include parts ¢

still unknown.

In severe cases of FP, tumot

animals bask in the sun to rais http://www.turtles.org/tumour.htm

Book Review: Fire in the Turtle
House

By Andrea Phillott have caused in the worl débs
effects that are only now becoming obvious.

Our turtles are dying.
Increasing numbers are bein This book is based on science but written for all who
I UL Yii 4 found with large tumours from love turtles. It describes human relationships with
TURTLE t he di sease these animals, our history of harvesting them to near
HOIUSE fi bropapi |l | om extinctioninsome areas, and changing their habitat so
PRTTTORITRITT causes the disease aritis a health hazard they cannot escape. While it is a
epidemics in unrelated area scientific problem there is little science talk, which
has puzzled scientists fcmakes it equally readable for young adults and non

decades. Fire in the Turtle House scientists. However, turtle
unravels the known facts behi _ . scientists (Aturt
this disease and presents Gives readers a startling perspective on the 4 ppreciat e Dav i

fate of the planet by taking them through
time and tides on the back of a sea turtle,
whose every species is today endangered or

meticulous attention to detail
and description. To better

fascinating, scientific detect
story. Speaking with mari

biologists, turtle enthusiasts & threatened.” understand one of the greatest
vets, Davidson describes whza -Natural Resources Defense Council's OnEai@disasters believed to threaten
happening to sea turtles and the worldso6 turt

way in which science is racing to solve the probl recommendFire in the Turtle Hoasea riveting story.
Diseases of other marine animals, such as monk :It is beautifully written and will keep you up far into
and corals, are used to highlight the devastation the night.
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New Turtle Rescue Stretchers On the Way

By Andrea Phillott

Sea Turtle Foundation was recen
awarded a grant from the Gamblir
Community Benefit Fund for the
production of 10 turtle rescue
stretchers.Thesewill be available for
use by other conservation grou
who also work with injured turtles.
The stretcher is specially design
and custom made so it can t
adjusted for turtles of different size
They are waterproof and can
easily disinfected to make su
infections are not transferred fror
sick animals, and collapsible for ec
transport. The turtle is held secure
in place by large Velcro stra
so can't struggle angossibly injure
itself, or the human volunteers tryin

Sea Turtle Foundation turtle rescue stretcher in action. Photo courtesy of: lan Bell

kind support of our work, and stretchers will be available for use in

to help it! enabling us tohelp organisations early 2009.

h. ‘ H b who specifically deal with turtl @
Our thanks to the Gambling escye and rehabilitation. Thi Saakig
Community Benefit Fund for their ‘TJSS:E‘:&‘E?ST;;“.""

New Lighting Brochure Distributed to Townsville Communities

By Andrea Phillott nested on The Strand in Townsville on November 17
Sea Turtle Foundation distributed nearly 16,0 2008. Sh.e Iau_j successfully but then became confused
by the bright lights and headed towards the water park
instead of the oceanTownsville City Council have

information brochures about the effects of beach fr

lighting on female sea turtles and hatchlings to coz ] ’ . ]
regions of Queensland where nesting occargficial  Moved quickly to prevent this from happening again,

lights disorientate females when they finish nestin¢@"d have shielded some of the lights along The Strand
hatchlings  as paths. Sea Turtle Foundation is impressed by the
they emerge quick response of the council, and hopes they will
from the nest, consider both replacing bright lights with those less
making it disruptive to turtles, and shielding all lights before the
difficult  for 2009/2010 sea turtle nesting season.

both to locate

the water. The |If You have not seen our information brochure on
effect of beachfront lighting, you can download it from our
lighting  was website at http://www.seaturtlefoundation.orgAvp
demonstrated content/uploads/2008/05/turtledightsweb. pdf.

Flatback turtle disoriented by lights on Thddy a flatback
Strand, Townsville. Photo courtesy of: Gittf\u rtle who
Kragh
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Community Engagement:
JCU Researchers working with Torres Str
Islanders to monitor sea turtles

[ ;‘@ :

By Kristen Weiss laying a clutch of eggs, many oth e o '
ltos not every Vg jed o find @ sufaple spr FEEEEEE L,.;":&%..._.._* S

a
m_onggi the CfO\{Vd and %med ba Turtle track on Dauar Island, Torres Strait. In
ntil another night. We tagge the distance is Mer (Murray) Island. Al
out 5Q100 turtles each night, wit| photos this page courtesy of Mark Hamann
hFIp from Project Officers and loc

mmunity members who were ke released back into the ocean.
join in. Indeed, their help ancSpending time engaging with
nthusiasm greatly enhanced ichildren and adults on Murray
eekds success. allowed us to share knowledge,
g beliefs, stories, and laughter, an
h experience | found truly enriching.
The crystal blue waters, coral reefs,

Officers, describing how chang and volcanic peaks surrounding

in sand temperature can influen Murray and Dauar lIslands set a
the ratio of male to femal dramatic backdrop against which |

hatchlings, and that sea level r €XPerienced first hand the
may have negative impact ~cooperation between researchers and
nesting beaches in the Torrlndigenous community members to

" Strait. The results of her study w protect a creature they both chedish

a . help island communities prepa the sea turtle.
Mariana Fuentes and Nancy FitzSimmons tagdang effects of climate change a After a week of rugged camping |
nesting turtles with Indigenous Project Officefy anage  their sea turtle admit | was glad to see my own bed
H duri h ‘ accordingly. again; but | have to say that fending
researchers during this week lon . i i
g %ancy also took the opportunity 1 off nesting turtles all night who were

awoken in the middle of the nigh
by a group of sea turtles trying f
climb into your bed! | conside

myself lucky, then, to have had jus
that experience on a recent campiﬁ
trip to Dauar Island, just off Murra)}
Island in the eastern Torres Strait. ]
accompanied three sea turtl

While visiting, Marian
explained the significance of
research to the local Proje

adventure to collect data on nestin ) _ i -
plain her work on turtle genetiidetermined to find a pathway
; through my tent to a nesting spot
was likely the most rewarding reason
|l 6ve ever | ost so mtL

green turtles: Mariana Fuentes,

PhD student from James Coo the Torres Strait, sparking
University and Sea Turtl iscussion about the location

Foundation member, Dr. MarprSSibIe foraging grounds ai

. o
Hamann, a James Cook Un.rimgratory routes of turtles that ne g%a

research fellow, and Dr. Nanc} the Torres Strait.
FitzSimmons from CanberraAnother highlight of our staj., ;
University. was meeting many of the lo I“-(
ool children on Murrags"=

o
5

Our main goals were to tag as man
turtles as possible, record sa and, where Mark an§s
temperature and beach morpholody @€ct Officer Moses Wail £
data, and to teach Indigenou§XPlained how and why we &

~:":‘ k ’
Dugong and Turtle Project Officerd!rtles. Two  female greel

these techniques. Each night, sevefg® brought to the beach %& , &

] o e g 3 of r e
hundred green turtles diligentihiidren could wat(_:rhha tagkgcljr%:_; . @ A
climbed up onto the steep beachggmolnstratlog. hf i W AR e * e B
of Dauar, some who succeeded §rgerly hamed each trtle &, s Wailu and Mark Hamann teach Murray Island
waved goodbye as they v school children about why we tag turtles.
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