
 

 
 
 

Sea Turtle and Dugong Awareness Program for Western Province, PNG. 
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08 July 2010 
 

Together we are making sure there are sea turtles and dugongs  
for everyone today and for our children tomorrow! 

 
Hello Treaty Chairman, Elders, Representatives and Community members 
 
Welcome to the first Project Update for the Sea Turtle and Dugong Awareness Program for Western Province 
Treaty Communities, PNG.  
 
During our workshop in Daru in June 2010 I understood that you are frustrated at the long periods of inactivity 
on sea turtle and dugong conservation as you are so keen to see improvements. It is unfortunate that progress 
can not be made more quickly due to many factors such as funding and logistics. It is also true that sometimes 
work is progressing but we are unable to communicate this to you. Under these circumstances your frustration 
is totally understandable.  
 
To help remedy this I announced during the workshop that I would start a series of Project Updates so that you 
are aware of progress being made, even if you can not see anything happening in your communities. This is the 
first of those updates. 
 
I hope you enjoy reading this Project Update.  
 
Daru Workshop June 2010: Thank you to everyone who made us so welcome at the workshop in Daru. During 
the workshop you told us what you would like to be included in the Sea Turtle and Dugong Awareness 
Program. Your feedback has been reviewed and a report has been written on the outcomes of the workshop. 
This report will guide the development and delivery of the Awareness Program. I hope to show a copy of the 
report at the August Traditional Inhabitants Meeting. 
 

I apologise if you did not receive an invitation to 
the workshop in time to attend. Unfortunately 
due to logistical constraints the workshop was 
held at short notice making it impossible for 
everyone to attend. We recognise that this was 
not ideal; however the workshop still had 31 
participants including the Treaty Chairman, 
representatives from Treaty communities, the 
Treaty Border Liaison Officer and 
representatives from the PNG Dept of 
Environment and Conservation, and the 
Fisheries Dept. 

 
 
PNG Sustainable Development Program support: I am pleased to tell you that the PNGSDP now support the 
Sea Turtle and Dugong Awareness Program. Their support will enable us to lengthen the Awareness Program 
and perhaps make a second visit to Treaty communities in 2011. PNGSDP was created by the owners of the Ok 
Tedi Mine in response to environmental and social concerns over the mine operation in Western Province. 
 
Promotion: After the workshop I wrote a media release to make people aware that PNG Treaty communities 
were concerned with sea turtle and dugong conservation and were contributing to the solution. The story was 
printed in the PNG Post Courier on 29 June 2010 (see attached) and will also appear in the NPARC newsletter 
in August. The NPARC newsletter goes to Aboriginal and Torres Strait communities throughout northern 
Australia. It is good to know that people in these communities are becoming aware of your work in sea turtle 
and dugong conservation. 
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Traditional Inhabitants Meeting: I am hoping to see many of you again at the August Traditional Inhabitants 
Meeting; we are just waiting for confirmation of my invitation to attend. This will be a good opportunity for me 
to inform you of project progress and gather any more feedback you would like to give. I also look forward to 
meeting those representatives who I did not meet at the Daru Workshop and hearing your thoughts on the 
Awareness Program 
 
Staying in touch: Please forward this Project Update to anyone who is involved or interested in the Awareness 
Program. If you would like to receive this update you can tell me your address at the Traditional Inhabitants 
Meeting in August (have your community representative give it to me).  
 
I hope this Project Update finds everyone well and I look forward to meeting you all again soon. 
 
Best regards 
Dave 
 
 
David Roe 
Program Manager, Sea Turtle Foundation.  
Tel: +61 (0)7 4721 2699, Mob: 0431 259 129 
david.roe@seaturtlefoundation.org www.seaturtlefoundation.org 
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